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A star 1s 

gone, but 
he'll aways 
burn bright 


Red Sox pitcher/outfielder Babe Ruth, a three- 
time World Series champion with Boston, was 
sold to the New York Yankees in January of 1920. 

One hundred years later, New England woke 
up on a Tuesday morning in the middle of a na- 
tional public health crisis and learned that Tom 
Brady has decided to leave the New England Pa- 
triots after 20 seasons that yielded six Super 
Bowl championships. Brady delivered the news 
in a goodbye message on his Twitter account at 
8:45 a.m. 

There will be plenty of days to dissect and an- 
alyze why Brady is leaving and where he might 
be going. We may never know whether the Patri- 
ots made a serious bid to keep him or whether 
they effectively pushed him away with a lowball 
offer. Or no offer. 

As suspicions rise and conflicting stories sur- 
face, we'll have slices of blame pie for Bill 
Belichick, Bob Kraft, Alex Guerrero, Gisele Bund- 
chen, TB12, and all the other influencers in Bra- 
dy’s life. 

But none of that will change the hard fact that 
the most decorated football player of all time, a 
New England sports god on a par with Bill Rus- 
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The legendary Super Bowl comeback in 
2017 was just one of Tom Brady’s highlights. 


Brady, Patriots 
part ways after 
2 decades at top 


Free agent expected to go to 
Tampa Bay for $30m a year 


By Ben Volin 
GLOBE STAFF 

Tom Brady didn’t want to say where he will be 
playing football in 2020. But it won’t be in New 
England. 

Brady officially ended the drama around 8:45 
a.m. Tuesday, posting a goodbye message to Pa- 
triots fans on his verified Twitter account. He 
didn’t say where he will be playing, but multiple 
reports on Tuesday evening said Brady will soon 
sign with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. 

“Although my football journey will take place 
elsewhere, I appreciate everything that we have 
achieved and am grateful for our incredible 
TEAM accomplishments,” he wrote. “I have been 
privileged to have had the opportunity to know 
each and everyone of you, and to have the memo- 
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CHARLES REX ARBOGAST 


KEEPING THEIR DISTANCE — Amid concerns 
about the coronavirus, voters proceeded with 
caution Tuesday for Democratic primaries in 
Florida, Illinois, and Arizona. Former vice presi- 
dent Joe Biden swept the three states. A2. 


Tom, terrific 


Wednesday: Plenty of sun. High 48-53. 
Thursday: Some rain, cool. High 43-48. 
Weather and Comics, G6-7. 


947725 


VOL. 297, NO. 78 
* 


| 


Suggested retail 


11314 : 
price 
| $3.00 


Boston Globe 


WEDNESDAY, 


MARCH 18, 


2020 


Hospitalizations escalate 
as spread becomes clearer 
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Drive-through testing for coronavirus has begun at Cape Cod Community College in Barnstable by Cape Cod Healthcare nurses. 


‘Go big, Trump 
says, calling for 
stimulus checks 


By Alan Rappeport, Emily Cochrane, 
and Nicholas Fandos 
NEW YORK TIMES 
WASHINGTON — The Trump administra- 
tion called Tuesday for urgent action to speed 
$1 trillion into the economy, including send- 
ing $250 billion worth of checks to millions of 
Americans at risk of losing their livelihoods, 
as the United States gov- 
ernment prepared to 
wield its most powerful 
tools to buttress an econ- 
omy that faces the threat 
of a recession as the coro- 
navirus pandemic spreads. 
The Federal Reserve took the rare step of 
unleashing its emergency lending powers, 
and President Trump called on Congress to 
quickly approve the sweeping economic stim- 
ulus package, dispatching his Treasury secre- 
tary to Capitol Hill to begin hammering it out, 
as large sections of the economy shut down 
and companies began laying off workers. 
With markets experiencing levels of volatil- 
ity not seen since the 2008 financial crisis, the 
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> Rosengren says 
Fed can do more, 
writes Larry 
Edelman. C8. 


Mass. numbers 
could be just ‘tip 
of the iceberg’ 


By Naomi Martin 
GLOBE STAFF 

Two scientists studying the spread of the 
coronavirus say the number of infected resi- 
dents in Massachusetts could be at least five 
times the number the state is reporting and 
possibly much higher, with one estimate rang- 
ing up to 6,500. 

The official tally reported by the state rose 
to 218 on Tuesday, but that number does not 
account for large numbers of infected people 
who have not been tested, particularly those 
who are not yet symptomatic or have only 
mild symptoms. Those unconfirmed cases are 
considered the most dangerous in spreading 
the virus because people who don’t feel severe- 
ly ill often continue to go about life, interact- 
ing with others and infecting them. 

“What you are looking at is just the tip of 
the iceberg, and the question is: how much of 
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Health care providers struggle 
to get enough protective gear 


By Priyanka Dayal 
McCluskey, Liz Kowalczyk, 
and Brian MacQuarrie 
GLOBE STAFF 

Massachusetts hospitals be- 
gan to see a mounting number 
of suspected coronavirus pa- 
tients Tuesday, an ominous in- 
dication that the pandemic 
may be spreading in the region 
at a clip that is more rapid than 
the official state numbers im- 
ply. 

Massachusetts General 
Hospital officials said the num- 
ber of patients suspected to 
have COVID-19 in their emer- 
gency room or in beds had qua- 
drupled to 53 between Monday 
and Tuesday, in addition to 
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Malaki Solo, 12, and his mother, Larae Robinson, on the first 
day of no school. He wore his school uniform nearly all day. 


Students seek more than 
meals as schools close 


By Bianca Vázquez Toness, 
Meghan E. Irons, 
and Zoe Greenberg 
GLOBE STAFF 

School might be out for sev- 
eral weeks in Boston, but 12- 
year-old Malaki Solo was deter- 
mined not to lose his daily rou- 
tine. 

So as his four siblings slept 
in the family’s Dorchester 
apartment at 8:15 a.m. Tues- 
day, Malaki donned his school 
uniform, a cobalt blue polo 
shirt embroidered with his 


school’s name: Lilla G. Freder- 
ick Pilot Middle School. And he 
headed out alone into lightly 
falling snow for the short walk 
to the nearest open school. 
Malaki went to the Lee K-8 
School in search of food for his 
family. It’s one of 16 sites that 
the school district opened Tues- 
day, the first day of citywide 
school closures, to hand out 
daily free breakfasts and lunch- 
es for families. 
The sixth-grader, who left 
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three other confirmed cases in 
intensive care and three in reg- 
ular beds. 
“This is clearly escalating at 
a very rapid pace,” said Dr. Pe- 
ter Slavin, president of Mass. 
General. “Up until last week, 
we were seeing a smattering of 
activity, but now it seems to be 
accelerating, which is what you 
expect in epidemics like this.” 
Across the 12-hospital Beth 
Israel Lahey Health system, 
210 patients had been admit- 
ted as of Tuesday, including 
three with confirmed coronavi- 
rus and the rest “highly sus- 
pected” and awaiting test re- 
sults. And at Brigham and 
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A bittersweet 
appreciation 

of the joys 

of eating out 


By Devra First 
GLOBE STAFF 

This is a postcard from the 
lost world: the world in which 
we met friends in public places 
to eat and drink, in which chil- 
dren went to school and adults 
went to work, in which inde- 
pendent businesses had a tough 
but viable path forward, in 
which we did not FaceTime our 
parents and command them to 
stay home, in which we did not 
FaceTime our children and 
promise to stay home and then 
two hours later head to the 
store for one last what? Roll of 
toilet paper? Hoarders, you 
have been doing it wrong: a 
case of wine, a cache of coffee, 
the good chocolate, these are 
the things you need. 

In this postcard I am at the 
counter of Ittoku, a Japanese 
restaurant in Porter Square so 
popular people would line up to 
get in, so management smartly 
started an online waiting list 
for the izakaya. At that counter, 
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